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BOOKSHELF  ALBUM 
PROGRESS  REPORT 


I  guess  I  don’t  have  to  tell  you  that  the 
new  WHITMAN  Bookshelf  alburns 
have  been  a  fantastic  success.  After  a 
long,  hard  struggle,  we  have  succeeded 
in  releasing  all  of  the  45  albums  that  we 
originally  proposed  for  this  scries.  Much 
to  our  dismay,  however,  we  found  that 
alxmt  half  of  the  items  were  completely 
sold  out  and  it  was  necessary  to  go  im¬ 
mediately  into  a  second  production  run. 

By  the  time  that  you  receive  this  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Merchandiser,  all  of  the  items 
should  once  again  be  in  stock.  Improved 
k  production  methods  lead  us  to  believe 
f  that  we  will  be  able  to  produce  these  al¬ 
bums  more  efficiently.  We  hojx*  to  elimi¬ 
nate  all  back  orders  by  keeping  an  ade¬ 
quate  stock  of  holders  in  reserve. 

An  extra  page  has  been  added  to  the 
No.  9400  Lincoln  cent  holder  which  will 
accomodate  coins  minted  after  1961. 
Many  people  requested  this  addition 
and  we  agree  that  it  is  a  good  idea. 

Several  new  albums  will  lx;  added  to 
the  series  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  get 
them  into  production.  Perhaps  the  most 
popular  new  item  will  lx*  No.  9450.  a 
holder  for  proof  sets.  These  holders  will 
accomodate  eight  of  the  government 
scaled  cellophane-pack  proof  sets.  The 
unopened  cellophane  package  can  easily 
be  inserted  between  the  acetate  slides 
and  arc  thus  given  maximum  protection, 
and  at  the  same  time,  they  may  easily  be 
seen  from  both  sides. 

Another  album  that  is  destined  to  be 
extremely  popular  is  No.  9452,  a  four- 
page  album  designed  to  hold  Civil  War 
tokens.  An  arrangement  of  120  tokens 
may  be  placed  in  this  holder.  The  inside 
Cover  gives  a  brief  history  of  these  fasci¬ 
nating  tokens  and  other  valuable 
statistics. 

►  Other  new  items  in  this  series  will 
cover  U.  S.  half  cents.  Canadian  type 
coins,  an  unprinted  holder  for  Canadian 
silver  dollars.  U.  S.  gold  types  and  very 
possibly,  a  series  for  miscellaneous  tokens 
and  medals. 


Each  spring  we  arc  asked  by  collectors  and  dealers  when  the  Coin 
Books  will  be  released.  For  the  past  several  years  the  GUI  HE  BOOK  has 
been  shipped  on  June  20  and  the  HANDBOOK  on  August  1. 

The  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  CANADIAN  COINS  has  come 
out  between  early  September  and  mid-October  during  the  past  two  years. 
Ever  since  we  started  the  WHITMAN  version  of  Jim  Charlton’s  fine 
Canadian  Catalogue,  we  have  had  the  uncomfortable  feeling  that  we 
ought  to  bring  out  any  new  edition  before  the  annual  convention  of  the 
Canadian  Numismatic  Association.  This  is  usually  held  in  late  August  or 
early  September.  A  chain  of  circumstances  has  occurred  which  will  now 
bring  this  about. 

First  of  all,  we  sold  out  the  ninth  edition  a  couple  of  weeks  ago.  The 
usual  procedure  is  to  make  a  second  printing,  but  after  a  brief  meeting, 
we  decided  to  immediately  work  on  a  revised  tenth  edition.  In  no  time 
Jim  Charlton  got  to  work  on  price  and  text  revisions,  and  now  it  looks 
as  though  we’ll  come  out  with  a  brand  new  edition  about  August  first. 

Because  of  the  overwhelming  advance  orders  for  initial  shipments  of 
the  GUIDE  BOOK,  it  will  be  necessary  to  change  the  release  date  to  the 
first  week  in  July.  Due  to  these  changes,  it  will  be  necessary  to  change  the 
release  date  of  the  HANDBOOK  to  the  first  week  in  September. 

Now  for  some  good  news!  The  quantity  of  Canadian  Catalogues  needed 
for  the  new  tenth  edition  will  so  far  exceed  that  of  old  editions  that  we 
will  enjoy  lowered  per-book  costs.  We  intend  to  pass  on  these  savings  to 
jobber,  dealer  and  collector.  The  new  retail  price  will  be  $1 .00  in  the 
United  States  and  SI. 25  in  Canada.  In  fact  the  net  wholesale  price  will 
be  the  same  as  for  the  U.  S.  Blue  Book.  Wc  hope  this  news  is  as  welcome 
to  you  as  it  is  to  us. 

R.  S.  Yeoman 
Vice-President  and 
General  Manager 
Coin  Supply  Division 


WHITMAN  STAFT 
INCREASES 

Due  to  the  increased  production  in  the 
Whitman  Coin  Supply  Line  and  all  of 
the  new  items  that  arc  in  the  planning 
stage,  we  have  found  it  advisable  to  also 
increase  our  office  personnel.  l>ast  week 
a  new  member  was  added  to  our  edito¬ 
rial  stall,  and  within  the  next  month  we 
will  also  add  a  new  production  man  to 
assist  Pete  Foerstcr  in  planning  and 
scheduling  all  of  our  manufacture. 

Our  new  editorial  assistant  is  Bill  Hig- 
gie,  who  is  a  former  Racine  man  now  liv¬ 
ing  a  few  miles  south  of  here  in  Kenosha, 
Wisconsin.  Bill  has  a  fine  background  in 
coins,  having  lx-en  tutored  by  his  father 
and  uncle,  who  arc  both  experienced 
collectors. 


Bill  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Racine  and  Kenosha  and  later 
went  on  to  receive  his  B.A.  in  German 
literature  at  the  University  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  after  having  studied  at  the  Ludwig- 
Maximillian  University  in  Munich, 
Germany. 

We  feel  sure  that  Bill's  talents  in  the 
fields  of  languages,  history,  art  history 
and  numismatics  will  l>c  a  great  asset  to 
us  in  developing  the  new  titles  that  we 
are  working  on  in  the  field  of  numismatic 
publications. 

While  we  are  on  the  subject  of  our  of¬ 
fice  staff,  we  would  also  like  to  have  you 
meet  the  distal!  members  of  our  group. 

Standing  on  the  left  is  Mrs.  Joyce 
Smith,  who,  together  with  Mrs.  Rita 
Bernatovich  sitting  in  the  middle,  help 
Pete  Foerstcr  to  see  that  all  orders  are 
processed  as  speedily  as  possible.  Stand¬ 
ing  on  the  left  is  Miss  Judy  Mund,  who 
Is  secretary  to  R.  S.  Yeoman  and  the  edi¬ 
torial  staff'. 


EREST 
ING  NOTES 


One  new  folder  has  been  added  to  the 
popular  35<  blue  line.  This  is  No.  9010 
and  will  cover  the  U.S.  quarters 
minted  from  1960  on.  This  folder  has 
been  much  in  demand  because  the  No. 
9031  album  ended  with  1959  and  most 
collectors  have  been  using  an  imprinted 
album  to  hold  their  coins  until  this  new 
one  was  ready. 

While  on  the  subject  of  these  blue 
folders,  I  would  like  to  answer  a  ques¬ 
tion  that  occasionally  comes  up  concern¬ 
ing  the  No.  9011  folder  for  20th  Century 
coin  types:  This  folder  was  designed  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  Boy  Scouts  who 
arc  required  to  form  a  collection  of  these 
coins  in  connection  with  a  merit  badge 
given  for  coin  collecting.  This  folder 
gives  them  a  convenient  place  to  ar¬ 
range  a  20th  Century  type  set  and  the  set 
of  coins  that  are  required  bearing  their 
birthdatc. 

Here  is  a  tip  about  increasing  your  sales 
of  the  polyethylene  and  cellophane  coin 
envelopes:  You  will  find  that  your  cus¬ 
tomers  will  buy  these  on  impulse  if  they 
are  easily  acc<*ssible,  either  placed  on 
your  counter  with  the  box  opened,  as 
shown  in  this  illustration,  or  if  the  in- 


dividual  packages  are  punched  with  a 
hole  near  the  top  edge  and  strung  on 
a  pegboard  spindle  or  some  other  con¬ 
venient  place.  These  popular  poly¬ 
ethylene  and  cellophane  envelopes  arc 
packed  100  to  an  envelope,  1,000  to  the 
box  and  20,000  to  the  case. 

A  few  dealers  have  told  us  that  they 
find  it  much  easier  to  open  and  close 
the  full  cases  of  coin  tubes  when  they 
put  an  extra  strip  of  cardlioard  around 
the  inside  edges  of  the  case  where  the 
cover  flaps  fit  into  place.  If  you  cut  the 
flaps  from  an  did  box,  you  will  find  that 
they  fit  perfectly. 

Sales  of  the  new  British  coin  folders 
have  been  very  encouraging.  Apparently, 
there  is  a  growing  interest  in  collecting 
foreign  coins.  We  have  received  many 
requests  for  similar  albums  covering  the 
coins  of  a  half  dozen  other  foreign  coun¬ 


tries.  The  popularity  of  these  foreign 
coins  is  being  investigated,  and  if  the 
demand  warrants  it.  we  will  sec  that 
these  folders  arc  added  to  the  line  at 
some  future  date.  In  the  meantime,  it 
looks  as  if  we  will  have  to  expand  the 
British  album  scries  to  include  some  of 
the  other  popular  coins,  such  as  threc- 
pcncc,  sixjjence  and  perhaps  even  the 
shillings. 

CIVIL  WAR  ITEMS 
PROVE  POPULAR 

One  of  the  timely  new  WHITMAN  re¬ 
leases  is  a  revised  edition  of  CONFED¬ 
ERATE  STATES  PAPER  MONEY  by 
Arlie  R.  Slabaugh.  This  latest  edition  of 
one  of  our  most  popular  dollar  Coin 
Collectors’  Reference  Scries  books  is 
expected  to  be  even  more  popular  than 
it  has  been  in  the  past  few  years.  'I  bis 
latest  printing  has  been  called  the  Cen¬ 
tennial  edition  and  is  currently  avail¬ 
able  through  your  WHITMAN  distrib¬ 
utor.  The  new  edition  is  completely 
revised  and  lias  been  increased  in  size 
from  48  pages  to  64  pages. 


Many  new  pictures  of  Confederate 
paper  money  have  been  included  in  this 
edition.  All  of  the  prices  have  been  re¬ 
vised  and  brought  up  to  date  to  reflect 
the  new  interest  in  this  field.  A  new  sec¬ 
tion  has  been  added  to  the  book  giving 
detailed  information  about  the  counter¬ 
feit.  facsimile  and  bogus  notes  in  this 
scries. 

This  edition,  like  former  editions, 
lists,  illustrates  and  prices  all  of  the 
Confederate  notes  bv  types.  Detailed 
information  is  given  about  paper,  vari¬ 
ous  printing  plates  and  methods,  plate 
letters  and  varieties.  General  back¬ 
ground  information  is  given  on  all 

A  second  edition  of  PATRIOTIC 
CIVIL  WAR  TOKENS  by  George 
and  Melvin  Fuld  has  also  been  printed 
and  is  now  ready  for  distribution.  This 
edition  is  very  similar  to  the  first  edi¬ 
tion  but  has  been  brought  up  to  date 
by  including  all  of  the  new  varieties 
that  have  been  discovered  since  the 
book  was  first  published  last  year.  New 
information  and  corrections  have  been 
incorporated  into  this  printing  to  make 


it  as  up  to  date  and  fresh  as  possible. 

One  other  item  which  you  will  find 
selling  exceptionally  well  from  now  on  is 
No.  9254  the  large  size  acetate  currency 
holder.  These  holders  are  exactly  the 
right  size  for  Confederate  States  paper 
money.  Many  collectors  who  have  re¬ 
cently  turned  to  this  fascinating  field  of 
collecting  will  find  a  need  for  these 
holders. 


of  the  above  popular  numbers.  With  all 
the  interest  in  Confederate  items  during 
this  Centennial  celebration,  you  can  be 
assured  that  they  will  be  among  your 
best  sellers. 


COMING  SOON 
MARK  ^ 
YOUR  CALENDAR 

T-iuEL-'r. 

“A  Guide  book  of  U.  S.  Coins’  (Red 
Book)  15th  edition,  by  R.  S.  Yeoman 
— The  latest,  1962,  edition  of  this 
popular  reference  book  will  be  re¬ 
leased  July  first.  Sec  story  on  page 
four  of  this  issue  for  complete  details. 

“A  Standard  Catalogue  of  Canadian 
Coins,”  10th  edition,  by  J.  E.  Charlton 
- — The  1962  edition  of  this  useful  book 
will  lx:  released  sometime  near  the  end 
of  July  or  the  first  of  August.  See  de¬ 
tails  on  page  three. 

“Handbook  of  U.  S.  Coins,”  19th  edition, 
by  R.  S.  Yeoman — T h e  1962  edition 
of  this  book  will  be  delayed  as  ex¬ 
plained  on  page  one.  Plan  on  it  for 
the  first  week  of  September — one 
month  later  than  the  traditional  re¬ 
lease  date. 

IN  THE 

PLANNING 

STAGE 

“A  Guide  Book  of  Mexican  Decimal 
Coins”  by  T.  V.  Buttrey — A  surge  of 
new  interest  in  this  field  has  prompted 
us  to  produce  a  book  on  the  subject  of 
modem  Mexican  coins.  Plan  on  see¬ 
ing  it  in  print  by  the  end  of  this 
year. 

“Store  Card  Tokens  of  the  Civil  War,” 
by  George  and  Melvin  Fuld — This  is 


TENTH  EDITION  CANADIAN  CATALOGUE  IN 


The  tenth  edition  of  the  STANDARD 
CATALOGUE  OF  CANADIAN 
COINS,  TOKENS  AND  PAPER 
MONEY  by  J.  E.  Charlton  is  now  Ix'ing 
pnnted  and  plans  call  for  the  book  to  be 
released  sometime  near  the  end  of  July 
or  the  fust  of  August. 

As  Dick  explained  in  his  letter  on  page 
one,  the  decision  to  advance  the  publica¬ 
tion  date  of  this  Ixxik  was  brought  about 
because  our  supply  of  the  ninth  edition 
was  exhausted  and  it  seemed  advisable  to 
prepare  the  1962  edition  of  the  lxiok  im¬ 
mediately  rather  than  continue  printing 
the  old  edition. 

Our  cost  men  have  given  us  the  happy 
news  that  because  of  the  increased  sched¬ 
uled  production  of  the  tenth  edition,  the 
fcost  per  book  will  l>c  much  lower  than 
last  year  and  we  will  lx*  able  to  match  the 
price  of  our  HANDBOOK,  which  is  a 
book  of  similar  size.  This  year  the  price 
of  the  Canadian  book  will  lx*  $1.00  in  the 


United  States  and  $1.25  in  Canada.  The 
jobber  and  dealer  prices  will  lx*  the  same 
as  they  are  for  the  HANDBOOK. 

We  have  received  requests  from  several 
of  our  Canadian  friends  asking  that  some 
change  he  made  in  the  general  appear- 
ance  of  the  cover  so  that  collectors  will 
lx*  aware  of  the  fact  that  this  is  a  new 
edition.  This  has  never  been  any  problem 
with  the  Red  or  Blue  Books  and  prob¬ 
ably  will  not  be  so  with  the  Canadian 
Catalogue.  However,  we  have  compro¬ 
mised  and  have  added  the  date  1962  in 
the  upper  lefthand  corner  of  the  title. 

The  new  edition  of  the  Canadian 
Catalogue  follows  the  usual  lines  of  being 
brought  completely  up  to  date  with  re¬ 
visions  in  prices,  additional  bits  of  infor¬ 
mation  and  helps  for  collectors  to  more 
easily  identify  their  coins. 

Many  new  photographs  have  lx*en 
added  to  this  new  edition.  A  further  at¬ 
tempt  has  been  made  to  replace  all  of 


another  new  Civil  War  book  that  will 
be  a  “natural"  for  the  Centennial 
celebration.  It  is  a  companion  for  the 
“Patriotic  Civ  il  War  Token”  book,  to 
Ik*  added  to  the  $1.00  Coin  Reference 
Scries. 

‘Coins  of  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin 
Islands,”  by  Maurice  Gould—  Being 
planned  for  the  Coin  Reference  Series 
as  a  companion  to  the  Alaskan,  Ha¬ 
waiian  and  Philippine  books.  Look  for 
this  one  soon. 

‘Pageant  of  World  Commemorative 
Coins"  their  meaning  and  symbol¬ 
ism — by  Thomas  W.  Becker.  An  in-, 
formative  book  on  a  popular  field  of 
collecting.  Fully  illustrated.  Should 
be  in  print  bv  mid  1961. 

‘Commemorative  U.  S.  Coins,”  by  Arlic 
Slabaugh — Parts  of  this  have  already 
ap|xarcd  in  the  Numismatic  Scrap¬ 
book  Magazine.  Publication  in  book 
form  should  make  it  a  ‘standard’  on 
the  subject  for  many  years  to  come. 

■'fhe  Fantastic  History  of  the  1804  Dol¬ 
lars,”  by  Walter  Breen,  Eric  P.  New¬ 
man.  Ken  Brcssctt  and  Lynn  Glaser — 
The  basic  research  is  nearly  com¬ 
pleted.  This  book  will  give  complete 
information  on  the  most  misunderstood 
and  controversial  coin  in  the  United 
States  series. 

‘The  U.  S. — Philippine  Coin  Book,”  by 
Neil  Shafer  This  has  started  to  run 
in  serial  form  in  the  Numismatic 
Scraplxxik.  Will  be  added  to  the  $1.00 
Coin  Reference  Scries  as  soon  as 

[X)ssible. 

‘Missiruck  Coins,”  by  Charles  Schcr- 
merhorn-  Getting  this  book  ready  is 
a  long  hard  process.  The  finished  re¬ 
sults  will  lx*  worth  waiting  for.  Look 
for  it  sometime  during  1961. 


PREPARATION 


the  line  drawings  with  actual  photo¬ 
graphs.  Unfortunately,  a  few  of  the  very 
rare  coins  have  not  yet  become  available 
for  photography.  We  are  still  hoping, 
however,  to  replace  all  of  these  by  the 
next  edition.  Prices  in  this  edition  have 
shown  a  gradual  healthy  rise  throughout 
the  entire  scries.  Be  sure  to  check  with 
your  jobber  and  be  among  the  first  to 
have  this  book  in  stock  as  soon  as  they 
arc  released. 


..." 


GUIDE  BOOK  NOW  IN 


The  fifteenth  edition  of  A  GUIDE 
BOOK  OF  U.  S.  COINS  by  R.  S.  Yeo¬ 
man  has  just  been  printed  and  is  even 
now  being  packed  and  made  ready  for 
the  initial  shipments  that  will  start 
the  first  week  in  July. 

As  usual,  many  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  GUIDE  BOOK  this  year. 
Most  people,  of  course,  will  be  primarily 
interested  in  the  price  changes.  I  lowcver, 
many  oilier  more  subtle  changes  and  im¬ 
provements  appear  in  the  book  each 
year,  and  they  are  always  worthy  of  note. 
Each  year  a  conscientious  attempt  is 
made  to  set'  that  all  of  the  important 
numismatic  discoveries  are  incorporated 
into  each  edition,  and  information  is 
checked  and  re-checked  to  be  certain  that 
it  is  accurate.  A  score  of  helpful  hints  and 
notes  has  been  interspersed  in  the  text 
to  make  the  book  more  helpful.  A  few 
new  photographs  have  also  Ix-cn  adtled 
to  the  book  this  year  to  make  the  identi¬ 
fication  of  certain  coins  easier. 

Another  new  feature  of  the  book 
which  will  prove  popular  is  the  ex¬ 
panded  section  covering  Confederate 
items.  Two  full  pages  are  devoted  to  Civil 
War  tokens  and  the  Confederate  cent  and 
half  dollar. 

No  doubt  all  of  you  are  aware  of  the 
special  pains  that  we  took  this  year  to 
determine  whether  or  not  the  1960  large 
and  small  date  cents  were  jiopular 
enough  to  be  included  in  the  Red  Book. 
The  survey  that  we  conducted  proved 


FIFTEENTH  PRINTING/ 


to  us  not  only  that  collectors  believed  it 
necessary  that  these  varieties  should  be 
listed,  but  it  also  showed  us  the  necessity 
of  bringing  controversial  subjects  to  a 
vote  before  the  collecting  public.  Listings 
in  the  GUIDE  BOOK  are  not  placed 
there  arbitrarily.  All  of  the  normal  mint 
coins  are  listed  but  sub-varieties  arc 
listed  only  when  they  are  popular 
enough  for  collectors  to  want  informa¬ 
tion  and  prices  about  them  easily  avail¬ 
able  in  a  catalog  such  h  the  GUIDE 
BCK)K.  By  keeping  ujgFwith  popular 
collecting  trends,  we  Teel  that  the 
WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COM¬ 
PANY  will  always  be  serving  the  needs 
of  all  classes  of  coin  collectors. 

The  survey  that  was  made  also  indi¬ 
cated  a  marked  degree  of  interest  in 
die  1945  microscopic  s  dime.  Therefore, 
this  variety  was  also  added  to  the  1962 
edition  of  the  catalog.  In  the  future  we 
will  possibly  add  other  minor  varieties  of 
coins  where  collectors  show  an  appreci¬ 
able  amount  of  interest. 

Catalog  prices  this  year  are  mostly  on 
an  upward  trend.  These  prices  are  not 
merely  arrived  at  by  adding  a  flat  per¬ 
centage  to  last  year’s  prices.  Each  coin 
is  considered  individually  and  values  arc 
arrived  at  by  averaging  together  prices 
diat  have  been  reported  by  our  panel  of 
comtibutors.  This  year  extensive  changes 
have  been  made  in  the  gold  series  be¬ 
cause  of  the  new  popularity  in  this  field. 
Most  collectors  are  becoming  aware 


that  certain  dates  which  have  previously 
been  considered  common  are  actually 
quite  scarce  or  rare. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  few 
prices  have  been  adjusted  downward, 
and  that  not  all  prices  have  continued 
on  the  upward  trend.  This  is  a  healthy 
situation  in  the  coin  market  and  docs 
not  mean  that  the  price  of  coins  is  start¬ 
ing  to  drop,  but  only  reflects  changing  in¬ 
terests  in  various  fields  of  collecting.  A 
few  prices  went  down  because  sjx'cula- 
tion  had  driven  the  price  up  beyond 
their  natural  level. 

The  WHITMAN  advertising  con¬ 
cerning  the  fifteenth  edition  of  the 
GUIDE  B(X)K  will  appear  in  all  of  the 
leading  numismatic  magazines.  Dealers 
may  request  a  supply  of  form  No.  9285 
through  their  joblxi^.  This  leaflet  de¬ 
scribes  the  GUIDE  BOOK  and  makes 
an  excellent  give-away  promotional 
piece.  You  may  also  obtain  a  window 
streamer  through  vonr  joblx*r.  announc¬ 
ing  that  the  latest  edition  of  the  GUIDE 
BOOK  is  available  at  your  store. 


VOL  2  NO.  3  JUNE-JULY,  1961 


COIN  SUPPLY  MERCHANDISER 

Published  bimonthly  by 

WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 

1220  Mound  Avenue  *  Racine,  Wisconsin 


Editor . KEN  BRESSETT 

Vice  President,  Coin 

Supply  Division . R.  S.  YEOMAN 

Production  Manager . PETE  FOERSTER 

Available  without  charge  to  all  of  our  dealer 
friends,  to  better  acquaint  them  with  the  Whit¬ 
man  coin  supply  line  and  assist  them  in  mer¬ 
chandising  our  products. 

Whitman  Coin  Supplies  arc  available  through 
jobbers  only.  They  are  conveniently  located  in 
every  trade  area. 


8UIK  RATE 
U.  S.  POSTAGE 

PAID 

RACINE.  WISCONSIN 
PERMIT  No.  48 


FORM  3547  REQUESTED 


